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coween oncquarter and onethied of

Americaas with hewcing loss can
aucibuce &, ac least in pare, o noise
Children ace especially vulaerable to noise-
induced heasing loss, which often happens
geadually aad wichoue pain, from oves
‘exposuse to loud noises ® Almost 15 percent
of childsen ages 6 to 17 show sigas of hearing.
loss* Noiseinduced heacing loss can be
caused by a onetime exposuse o loud sound.
a5 wsll 35 by repeatad exposuse to sounds 3
vasious loudness levels over an excended
period of time *

The Occupational Safecy sad Health
Adminiscation  seports that  prolonged
exposuse to sounds at 85 decibels (4B) or
highes can sesult in hearing damags.” The
Amesican Acsdemy of Pediawries and che
Nacional Campaiga for Hearing Health also
use 85 decibels 35 3 threshold for dangazous
fevels of noise
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The symproms of aciseinduced heasing loss
incresse  gradually over 2 pesiod of
continuous exposure Sounds may become
distorced or muffled, aad i may be difficule
for the person to uaderstand spasch. Even
minoe heasing loss in childeen can affect
their abilicy to speak sad understand
logusge 2t 3 crcical time dn cheis
development

The following ace the accepred scandasds for
secommended permissible exposure cime
‘before hessing damage can oceus. For every
chees  decibels over 85 decibels, the
permissible exposure time before possible
damage & cucin halé *
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